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Kraków, 24 October 2025

Barbarian in the Theatre –  
unveil the magic of this year’s  
Divine Comedy / Boska Komedia
On 4 December, the BOSKA KOMEDIA / DIVINE COMEDY International 
Theatre Festival will open in Kraków, for the eighteenth time 
transforming Kraków into a thriving confluence of theatrical 
styles and visions for the twelve days embraced by its diverse 
artistic programme. The whole begins with a special event – the 
Polish premiere of Florentina Holzinger’s A Year Without Summer.

Holzinger is an artist whose works are currently being sought after 
by the world’s prime theatre stages. Her artistic language is based 
on spectacular means, the breaking of cultural taboos, and above all 
uncompromising performance. In A Year Without Summer, coproduced by 
Divine Comedy, Holzinger unmistakably pinpoints the fears that haunt 
the collective imagination: those cultivated over centuries – notably 
the fear of the female body and its power – and the newer ones ensuing 
from the expansion of technology. The Austrian artist makes us watch 
the end of the world we are so much afraid of with eyes wide open. 
This monumental, bold production shows that Holzinger is creating 
a new theatrical language that violently wrenches audiences from their 
comfortable habits. The only two Polish performances of A Year Without 
Summer are slated for 4 and 5 December at ICE Kraków Congress Centre. 

Czekając na barbarzyńców / Waiting for the Barbarians is the motto 
of the eighteenth edition. Proposed by the festival’s director, Bartosz 
Szydłowski and inspired by Cavafy’s poem, it reflects the anxieties 
of our time: that peculiar state of suspension between a premonition 
and an event that may alter reality as radically as irrevocably. The 
barbarian is the one who is different and alien, who may be dangerous, 
perhaps subversive – someone we fear, and yet someone we need to awaken 
from our torpor. 

“The festival is a light in the tunnel, a place where I let 
artistic sensitivity speak, for today it is artists who possess the 
moral strength of the last of the righteous, who insist upon what 
today’s leaders have chosen to ignore. At stake is not only diagnosing, 
but a process of cleansing our organisms from the hatred and fear 
they’ve been infected with”, Bartosz Szydłowski, the festival’s 
director, elucidates the idea that guided him in shaping the motto of 
this year’s Boska Komedia / Divine Comedy. 

More than thirty productions to be presented at the festival have 
been divided into three sections reflecting Dante’s topography of 
the afterlife. The festival’s INFERNO section embraces the competitive 
strand, featuring the most compelling Polish productions of the past 
season, as selected by the curators. From among the nine productions 
presented within this strand, an international jury representing insti-
tutions and festivals from Taiwan, Germany, the United States, Mexico, 
and Estonia will choose the winner of the festival’s Grand Prix and the 
Divine Comedian statuette to be presented at the gala on 12 December. 
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The INFERNAL productions are at full boil with contemporary 
political and societal tensions, yet they lack no intimate, personal 
stories. In Złe wychowanie / Bad Education, Jędrzej Piaskowski and 
Hubert Sulima deliver a merciless critique of the Polish Church’s 
hypocrisy. In his musical production Latający Potwór Spaghetti / 
The Flying Spaghetti Monster, Mateusz Pakuła asks what alternatives 
to Catholic religiosity exist and how to reach the social energies 
that could set such an alternative in motion. In turn, Gry wstępne / 
Foreplay by Jolanta Janiczak and Wiktor Rubin combines elements of true 
crime storytelling with a reflection on violence against women and its 
representations. INFERNO also holds productions offering fresh readings 
of classic literary texts. Staging Tkocze / The Weavers by Gerhart 
Hauptmann, Maja Kleczewska addresses the themes of modern exploitation 
and social inequality, while, drawing on Kafka’s Metamorphosis, Michał 
Kmiecik portrays a protagonist harnessed into the capitalist mechanisms 
of labour and production. Michał Borczuch, for his part, selects from 
Joyce’s legendary Ulysses those threads that explore the experience 
of loss and the process of mourning. Jakub Skrzywanek, director of 
Zamach na Narodowy Stary Teatr. Narodziny narodu / The Assassination of 
the National Stary Theatre. The Birth of a Nation, takes inspiration 
from Wyspiański’s Liberation to undertake a revision of national myths 
and to diagnose the current condition of Poland and the Poles. Other 
contestant include a production based on Eliza Kącka’s Nike Award-
winning book Wczoraj byłaś zła na zielono / Yesterday You Were Angry 
in Green, directed by Anna Augustynowicz, and Michał Buszewicz’s Dom 
niespokojnej starości / House of Restless Old Age, which invites the 
audience into a space where they can imagine what old age might be if 
it draws from friendship and empathetic coexistence.

The PURGATORIO strand is rich in diverse forms – besides theatre, 
it provides space for performance art and new choreography. There is 
room enough in the PURGATORIO for international productions and works 
by Polish women artists created for European stages. This year, this 
section vibrates with artistic energy bringing together such figures as 
Florentina Holzinger, Lina Lapelytė, Malicho Vaca Valenzuela, Wojciech 
Grudziński, Ramona Nagabczyńska, Anna Karasińska, Magda Szpecht, 
Katarzyna Kalwat, and Michał Zadara – to name a few of the artists 
whose works will be presented on its stage. PURGATORIO shows the full 
array of contemporary performative means tied to a range of political 
and identity perspectives. Audiences will have the opportunity to 
see productions from Ukraine, Chile, Latvia, and Germany, as well as 
several works exploring Silesian identity. There will be no fewer than 
five premieres at the festival’s PURGATORIO. Based on Han Kang’s novel 
and directed by Paweł Miśkiewicz, The Vegetarian will be among the 
productions opening the festival. Further, the programme lists Piotr 
Mateusz Wach’s provocative Sodoma / Sodom, Małgorzata Bogajewska’s 
Uroczystość / The Celebration, and Proces Eligiusza Niewiadomskiego 
/ The Trial of Eligiusz Niewiadomski – a political courtroom drama 
directed by Bartosz Szydłowski.
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The PARADISO section offers – not unlike in the previous years – an 
insight into the youngest generation of Polish theatre-makers. This 
year’s edition is exceptional as next to productions from drama schools 
it includes works staged in repertory theatres: TRZASK PRASK directed 
by Krzysztof Zygucki at TR Warszawa, and The Winter’s Tale directed by 
Pamela Leończyk at the Powszechny Theatre in Warsaw.

As it does every year, BOSKA KOMEDIA / DIVINE COMEDY will host 
more than just performances – the festival also invites you to debates 
addressing the most pressing issues within the theatrical community and 
accompanying events – among them the electrifying Postpornoterrorismo. 
Audiences will be invited to decide for themselves whether sexuality 
liberated from shame can set off change in social norms and 
political narratives – whether it can give a start to a new community 
breaking apart hierarchies and charting new directions in culture. 
Postpornoterrorismo is a series of performative actions within the 
post-porn realm developed especially for this event that will accompany 
Heksy / Hexes, based on the novel by Agnieszka Szpila and performed by 
the Teatr Polski w Podziemiu (The Polish Theatre in the Underground).

We’re in for twelve days of powerful artistic experiences, thought-
provoking debates, discoveries, and moments of awe. 

See you in Kraków!
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The festival has been organised continuously since 2008 by Łaźnia Nowa 
Theatre, a cultural institution of the City of Kraków. The festival 
is co-financed by the Minister of Culture and National Heritage. Its 
partners are the Adam Mickiewicz Institute and the Polish Chamber of 
Tourism. The festival’s principal funder is the City of Kraków.

The Organisers extend their special thanks to Aleksander Miszalski, 
Mayor of Kraków; Marta Cienkowska, Minister of Culture and National 
Heritage; Ireneusz Raś, Deputy Minister of Sport and Tourism; and 
Olga Brzezińska, Director of the Adam Mickiewicz Institute.

The Organisers also wish to thank partner cultural institutions of 
the City of Kraków, notably the Bunkier Sztuki Gallery providing 
the festival’s headquarters, and the festival’s Partners – the Polish 
Tourism Organisation, Mercedes-Benz Zasada Auto, Stradom House, Wolf 
Brothers, Grange Coffee & Consonni, Staropolanka and Słoiki Bistro. 

MEDIA CONTACT
Maja Kuczmińska
mobile: +48 602 599 018
email: maja.kuczminska@gmail.com
boskakomedia.pl 

Essential information:
Ticket sales opens 1) online at 12:00 CEST on 28 October at  
bilety.boskakomedia.pl, and 2) at the Łaźnia Nowa Theatre box 
office on the same day.

The full festival programme is available at boskakomedia.pl.

Follow Boska Komedia / Divine Comedy on social media for the latest 
updates on ticket availability and any potential programme changes. 


